CD-ROMs, which present the lives
of historical figures in an animated
and dramatic fashion. *Off with her
Head!" is the story of Henry VIl and
his six wives and is presented by
none other than the man himself.
The menu screen presents the
user with five options: creative
thinking skills, song, drama,
additional resources and national
curriculum links. My favourite
section is the ‘song’ where Henry
VIl warbles about his woes. The
children will love singing along to
the karaoke version whilst learning
about the fate of each of his wives.
Similarly, the drama section reveals
extracts from his diary, which

describe some of his thoughts and |
feelings about his wives.

There is a clear activity guide
which describes some drama
technigues — such as conscience alley
- that will help develop children’s
understanding of HenryVIIl.

The CD-ROM would be of most
help to those teachers who are just
beginning to develop their creative
curriculum and want some concrete
ideas to help them. The toolkit will |
certainly inspire children and i
motivation will be high. The creative
thinking ideas enhance the whole
teaching and learning experience
and really brings it all to life.

| years of village life.

| about life in the village by clicking on the surroundings and local people.

%

For UK primary schools, Chembakolli is probably he Chembak, 1
the most famous village in India, and December _ ' “tory,

sees the start of celebrations to acknowledge 20

To mark this anniversary, ActionAid is
launching The Chembakolli Story, an audio CD
and story book. The CD covers the events of the
past 20 years in six parts, each with descriptive
sound and music clips recorded in the village. It
is ideal for classroom listening and interpretive
learning and is available for £20 (inc p&p). . ;

Schools are also invited to take part in an interactive, online march at
www.actionaid.org.uk/march Starting in Gudalur, the virtual route follows
the footsteps of the real march, twenty years ago. In the town, the marchers
can click on local landmarks, including market stalls, the hospital and
school, and meet real life people and read their stories. As more people join
the march, the route will extend into Chembakolli where visitors can learn
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